
Chapter 1: Working with
Natural Resources

Set Up Learning Experiences
Introduce Chapter 1 using the Mini Textbook.
• Read the chapter introduction on page 7. Have children look through the

chapter, using the headings and photos to get a sense of the natural resources
of each community.

Choose additional introductory and ongoing learning experiences for the
chapter.

• Show pages 10 and 11 of the Big Book Maps and More, explaining that you
will refer to these and other pages about the land and natural resources. Invite
children to share what they know about maps of this type.

• Make a chart labelled “Natural Resources.” Put a maple leaf in the centre, and
around that create a web of ideas that represent Canada’s resources. This web
could grow as you work through the chapter and children come up with more
ideas. Some students may need to be reminded of the meaning of natural
resources. Read the Word Watch on page 8 and discuss some examples.

Info Spot
Use information from here to respond to children’s questions and to bring in
additional information during the study.

Resources
• There are two types of resources: renewable and non-renewable. Water, plants,

and animals are renewable. Substances extracted from the earth, such as
minerals, oil, and gas, are non-renewable. It is important to use all resources
carefully. Renewable resources take time to replace. Non-renewable resources
cannot be replaced for millions of years.

Iqaluit
• Carving is an ancient Inuit tradition. For many generations, Inuit have carved

in soapstone, ivory, and other materials. Some carved talismans of their animal
helpers. These objects were thought to have special powers and bring good
luck. Some carvings were used for ornamentation, e.g., for their hair and
clothing.

• Serpentinite or serpentine is the type of stone that the Inuit use for carving.
They do not regularly use soapstone, as is generally believed. Serpentine ranges
in colour from light yellow-green to dark green or black. Deposits are found at
Baffin Island, Aberdeen Bay, and the Mary River-Nuluujaak Mountain areas in
northern Canada. The type of stone used for carving varies from one
community to another. Supplies of carving stones are shared among
communities. <www.wherewinnipeg.com/Articles/ArtsCulture/8-692.html>
<www.arcticartsales.com/galleryIII_ca.html>

• Nunavut is estimated to contain 14 percent of Canada’s natural gas and five
percent of its oil. They have yet to find an economic way to extract it and get
it to southern markets.
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• Boy of the Deeps by Ian
Wallace

• The Fishing Summer by
Teddy Jam

• Going Lobstering by Jerry
Pallotta

• Out on the Prairie: A
Canadian Counting Book
by Cora Taylor

Literature Links

• Amazing Arctic Animals
by Jackie Glassman

• Animals in Cold Places by
Moira Butterfield

• Fishing Boats by Jason
Cooper

• Heartland: A Prairie
Sampler by Jo
Bannatyne-Cugnet

• I Can Draw Polar Animals
by Helene Leroux-Hugon

• Questions and Answers
About Polar Animals by
Michael Chinery

• A Walk in the Prairie by
Rebecca L. Johnson

Resource Links

• Information in the Info Spot
often represents the province
and not the specific
community.
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• The Inuit hunt polar bears, seals, whales, caribou, ptarmigan, walrus, narwhal,
muskox, Arctic hare, and geese. They use all parts of every animal they kill,
including the teeth and bones. The furs and skins are used to make clothing
and blankets, and any excess is sold. They also fish for Arctic char, whitefish,
turbot, and shrimp.

• Offshore fishing has the potential to be a huge industry in Nunavut. Fishing
for shrimp and turbot provides more than 150 jobs and brings five million
dollars of income into the community.

• Sealskins are harvested and efforts are being made to support the reduction of
trade barriers in seal products. <www.gov.nu.ca/sd.htm>

• The Inuit maintain their traditional ways of hunting, taking only what they
need to make sure there will be animals for the future. Seals are a renewable
resource that the Inuit harvest for meat. The skins are used for clothing, and
arts and crafts. Surplus skins are sold. <www.minimidimaxi.com/editorials/
Canadian_fashion/Ready_to_Wear/fall2002/Nunavut/index.shtml>

• Extensive mineral exploration is going on in Nunavut for gold, diamonds, iron,
gold, silver, copper, zinc, and lead. However, no mines are currently active.

• Nunavut is now one of the country’s most active diamond-exploration areas.
Several mining and exploration companies, including De Beers, have claimed
large areas of land in Nunavut. The Jericho Diamond Mine in Nunavut is
scheduled to begin operations in 2005. After the diamonds are all mined out,
the company will reclaim the lands by replacing the waste rock that it will be
storing nearby. The new diamond mine will provide 105–175 jobs.
<www.nrcan.gc.ca/mms/cmy/2003revu/diam_e.htm>

Nova Scotia
• Nova Scotia’s resources include coal, gypsum, aggregates (crushed stone, silica

sand, and gravel), limestone, clay, shale, wood, peat moss, and salt.
• The fishing industry harvests scallops, crab, clams, lobster, pollock, herring,

salmon, and haddock. Lobster, scallops, and crab account for almost half of
the seafood caught. Fisheries are now branching out and have begun catching
non-traditional species, such as sea urchins, sea cucumbers, skates, and sharks.

• Forests cover about 70 percent of Nova Scotia. The forestry industry employs
about 6000 people directly and 13 000 indirectly.

Saskatchewan
• Saskatchewan’s natural resources include wood, silica sand, clays, peat, salt,

copper, zinc, gold, lead, cadmium, nickel, silver, potash, gypsum, graphite,
clay, rare earths, diamonds, uranium, coal, oil, and natural gas.
<www.ir.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=3330,3328,2936,Documents>

• The province is Canada’s third-largest producer of coal. It has five open-pit
coal mines.

• Deposits of potash are found hundreds of metres under the prairie.
Saskatchewan has 86 percent of the world’s potash and supplies 35 percent of
the world demand.

• Saskatchewan is the world’s largest producer and exporter of uranium,
supplying more than 30 percent of the world demand.

• Saskatchewan is Canada’s third-largest natural-gas producer. There are more
than 10 000 gas wells in the province. It is also the second-largest oil producer,
with 22 000 active wells.
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As students read the text, keep
the following points in mind:

• Suggested pattern for reading:

1. title and focus questions
2. photos and captions
3. core text (larger type)
4. sidebar notes and activities

• Note the boldfaced terms and
explain that these terms are
defined in the “Word Watch”
or in the Glossary.

• Note the italicized words and
explain that these words are in
the language of the community
being discussed.

• Provide opportunities to work
with the index as a way of
locating specific topics or
information and making
connections within the text.

T I P S



Alberta
• Alberta’s natural resources include oil, natural gas, coal, clay, sand, gravel,

sandstone, dimension stone, ammonite shell, limestone, salt, shale, and wood.
• Alberta produces 67 percent of Canada’s crude oil and oil products, 79 percent

of its natural gas, and all of its bitumen and synthetic crude oil. Syncrude
Canada in Alberta operates the largest oil sands mine in the world and has
some of the largest mining trucks ever built.
<http://www.energy.gov.ab.ca>

• Alberta is the largest coal producer in Canada, with 46 percent of the country’s
total production.

• Almost 60 percent of the province is covered with forests. Following harvesting
of trees, forestry companies are responsible for reclaiming the land and for
reforestation. The forest industry invests about 140–150 million dollars per
year in reforestation activities.

• Exploration for diamonds, gold, platinum, zinc, lead, and other minerals is
ongoing in Alberta.
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